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Teaching Statement

My aim as a teacher is to show my students the value of living the examined life – of challenging
our basic assumptions about the world in a rigorous and systematic way, developing a coherent set of
beliefs and values, and living up to those beliefs and values as best we can. In my graduate courses,
undergraduate courses, and outreach courses, I try to accomplish this aim in three main ways.

First, I pick topics, readings, and assignments that approach ethical questions from an interdisciplinary
and intersectional perspective. I also emphasize that philosophy is a holistic discipline where even the
most abstract and seemingly esoteric arguments can have important implications for what to believe
and what to do in everyday life. This allows my students to see how the study of philosophy is relevant
to what they care about, no matter what that happens to be.

Second, I lead discussions in a light-hearted way, with plenty of jokes, personal anecdotes, and pop
culture references. But I also make it clear how much these issues mean to me, in a way that hopefully
conveys to my students that we can practice philosophy well without losing our sense of humor or our
perspective on what matters in everyday life. This allows my students to relate to me as well as to the
course material more than they otherwise might, given the gravity of many of the topics we discuss.

Finally, I make it clear that philosophy is not a set of theories to be memorized but is rather an activity
that we engage in together by thinking and talking about issues that we all care about. I also disclose
my views about the issues that we discuss in class (while making it clear that these views are works
in progress), and I emphasize that our class is a safe space where we should all feel free to express and
explore our ideas together in a compassionate, respectful, and mutually supportive way.

Moving forward, my aim is to continue to teach courses that complement each other so that the
whole is greater than the sum of the parts for students who take more than one of my classes. At
the graduate level, I can teach seminars on agency and moral status; bioethics; food ethics; animal
and environmental ethics; consequentialism and Kantian ethics; justice, fairness, and equality; ethics
and personal identity; and moral psychology. At the undergraduate level, I can also teach courses on
philosophy of action; philosophy of mind; philosophy of law; continental philosophy; life and death;
activism and advocacy; sex, gender, and identity; medical ethics and research ethics; normative ethics
and metaethics; international and intergenerational justice; and many other topics.
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Diversity and Inclusion Statement

I strive to promote diversity and inclusion in my teaching for many reasons. Not only are these values
important in and of themselves, but they are also essential to good philosophical teaching as well as
to the particular issues that my teaching happens to be about.

First, I aspire to promote diversity and inclusion by making my classroom a safe space where everyone
feels free to express themselves. I set the tone on the first day of class by sharing my background,
interests, and perspectives with my students and inviting them to do the same. I also invite students
to share their preferred gender pronouns as well as any other features of their identity that they might
like us to know about. This not only makes my class more inclusive for LGBTQ students but also
allows me to talk about the ethics of identity right away, thereby making it clear to everyone that we
can, should, and will be respecting each other for who we are throughout our time together.

I approach my role as teacher in the same kind of way. I never fully dictate what we talk about or how
we talk about it; instead, I invite my students to collaborate with me in determining how each session
develops. Of course, I have to strike a delicate balance here: I want to empower my students (and
especially to amplify traditionally silenced voices), but I also want to take care to steer the discussion
in productive directions. But I think that this is a challenge well worth taking on; and I also think
that my particular talents as a teacher, some of which stem from my background in improv comedy,
allow me to weave disparate conversational threads together in a way that creates a sense of focus and
momentum and discovery of general, foundational themes that everyone participates in identifying.

Moreover, I also aspire to promote diversity and inclusion in my course design. Fortunately, the fact
that I teach primarily in moral, social, and political philosophy as well as in bioethics, animal ethics,
and environmental ethics makes this task easy. For example, issues such as moral and political status,
international and intergenerational justice, and the ethics of activism and advocacy all implicate these
themes. Moreover, many people in animal and environmental ethics discuss these issues in a way that
draws connections with other social justice movements and points to the root causes of domination and
oppression that they all share. Exploring these topics allows us to assess the strengths and limitations
of these analogies as well as examine many related issues, including feminism, critical race theory,
queer theory, disability theory, and much more along the way.

Similar considerations apply to my selection of course readings and assignments. For example, I assign
materials from a variety of authors – not only in terms of race, sex, and other forms of identity but
also in terms of background, discipline, and medium. I also invite guest speakers from a wide range of
backgrounds to discuss their perspectives and experiences with my students. (For instance, my Spring
2014 Ethics and Activism class featured guest lectures from a former political prisoner and an Occupy
Wall Street organizer, both women.) Finally, I take care to emphasize the kinds of frequent, low-stakes,
participatory assignments that college students, and especially first-generation college students, tend
to learn more from and perform better at. I also design assignments that enable students to do work
that will be meaningful to them. They can select their own paper topics, work individually as well as
collaboratively, and, in many cases, do di↵erent kinds of projects entirely.

In my experience, my students find this wide range of topics, perspectives, and approaches incredibly
useful. However, I also think that we can and should always do more, and I look forward to discovering
and implementing new strategies for making philosophy more inclusive throughout my career.
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Teaching Experience

Assistant Professor/Faculty Fellow, Animal and Environmental Studies, New York University

• Food, Animals, and the Environment (2x) (Summer 2014, Summer 2012)

• Animal Minds (3x) (Spring 2014, Spring 2013, Fall 2011)

• Ethics and Activism (Spring 2014)

• Ethics and Animals (3x) (Fall 2013, Fall 2012, Spring 2012)

• Ethics and the Environment (Summer 2013)

• Political Theory and Animals (Spring 2013)

Instructor, Philosophy, New York University

• The Moral Self (Bioethics Graduate Seminar) (Summer 2011)

• Logic (Spring 2011)

• Philosophy of Law (with Colin Marshall) (Summer 2010)

• Life and Death (Summer 2009)

• Medical Ethics (Summer 2008)

Teaching Assistant, Philosophy, New York University

• Ethics and the Environment (Benjamin Sachs) (Fall 2010)

• Central Problems in Philosophy (Jim Pryor) (Spring 2008)

• Existentialism and Phenomenology (John Richardson) (Fall 2007)

• Medical Ethics (William Ruddick) (Fall 2006)

Teaching Assistant, Philosophy and Sociology, Texas Christian University

• Sociological Theory (Carol Thompson) (Spring 2005)

• Honors Historical Intellectual Traditions: Order (Gregg Franzwa & Efton Park)
(2x) (Spring 2005, Spring 2004)

• Moral Problems (Richard Galvin) (Spring 2004)

• Honors Historical Intellectual Traditions: Purpose (Bonnie Blackwell, Blake Hestir & Brent
Plate) (2x) (Fall 2004, Fall 2003)

• Philosophy One: The Meaning of Life (Blake Hestir, Gregg Franzwa, & Richard Galvin)
(2x) (Spring 2003, Fall 2003)
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Outreach Experience

Bioethics Content Editor, Wi-Phi: Open Access Philosophy (2014–present)

• Wi-Phi is a free online resource that promotes the study of philosophy through short videos that
present philosophical ideas in an entertaining and accessible way. We currently average more
than 30,000 page views a month.

Treasurer on the Board of Directors, Minding Animals International (2014–present)

• Minding Animals International Inc. works to further the development of animal studies inter-
nationally and to help establish moral and legal protections for nonhuman animals. Past events
include weeklong conferences in Australia, India, and the Netherlands.

Executive Committee Member, Animals and Society Institute (2012–present)

• The ASI is a nonprofit, independent research and educational organization that promotes the
study of human-animal relationships through grants, fellowships, conferences, publications, ed-
ucational resources, and more.

Co-Founder and Director, New York Institute of Philosophy Outreach Program (2008–2010)

• The NYIP Outreach Program consists of NYU Philosophy PhD students who o↵er free philos-
ophy classes to public high school students in New York City. In my two years as Director, we
worked with eight schools and reached about 250 students.

Instructor

• “Moral Status,” WiPhi: Open Access Philosophy Website (Summer 2013)

• “Environmental Ethics,” Earth Institute Center, Columbia University (Fall 2013)

• “Ethics,” Science, Technology and Research (STAR) Academy (Fall 2010)

• “Metaphysics,” Science, Technology and Research (STAR) Academy (Spring 2010)

• “Ethics,” Science, Technology and Research (STAR) Academy (Fall 2009)

• “Ethics,” Urban Assembly School of Business for Young Women (Spring 2009)

Invited Publications

• “Philosophical Sensitivity,” Philosophy and Education, ed. Jana Mohr Lone and Roberta Israelo↵
(Cambridge: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2012), pp. 23-6.

• “Creating a Philosophy Outreach Program,” PLATO Website (2010),
http://plato-philosophy.org/getting-started/creating-a-university-outreach-program/

Invited Presentations

• “Philosophical Sensitivity,” Columbia University Outreach Conference (June 2011)

• “Creating a Philosophy Outreach Program,” Columbia University Philosophy in Schools Con-
ference (October 2010)
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Student Evaluations – Animal & Environmental Studies

Below are the averages of the scores my students gave me in my animal and environmental studies classes.

!

0! 1! 2! 3! 4! 5!

1.!How!would!you!rate!the!instructor!overall?!

2.!How!informative!were!the!classes?!

3.!How!well!organized!were!the!classes?!

4.!How!fair!was!the!grading?!

5.!To!what!extent!was!the!primary!instructor!
effective!in!helping!you!learn!in!this!course?!

6.!How!would!you!rate!this!course!overall?!

7.!How!clear!were!the!objectives!of!the!
course?!

8.!How!well!were!these!objectives!achieved?!

9.!How!interesting!was!the!course?!

10.!To!what!extent!were!your!own!
expectations!met?!

11.!How!heavy!was!the!workload?!

12.!How!much!did!you!study!for!this!course?!

Animal!Minds!
(Spring!2014)!

Ethics!and!Activism!
(Spring!2014)!

Ethics!and!Animals!
(Fall!2013)!

Ethics!and!the!
Environment!
(Summer!2013)!

Animal!Minds!
(Spring!2013)!

Political!Theory!and!
Animals!(Spring!
2013)!

Ethics!and!Animals!
(Fall!2012)!

Food,!Animals,!and!
the!Environment!
(Summer!2012)!

Ethics!and!Animals!
(Spring!2012)!

Animal!Minds!(Fall!
2011)!



Student Evaluations – Philosophy

Below are the averages of the scores my students gave me in my philosophy classes.

!

0! 1! 2! 3! 4! 5!

1.!Overall,!the!instructor!is!a!good!teacher.!

2.!The!instructor!presents!the!material!in!a!
stimulating!way.!

3.!The!instructor!presents!the!material!in!a!
clear!way.!

4.!The!instructor!is!well?prepared!and!well?
organized.!

5.!The!instructor!is!receptive!to!questions!and!
responds!well!to!them.!

6.!The!instructor!is!available!for!consultation.!

7.!The!instructor!gives!helpful!comments!on!
written!work.!

8.!The!instructor!treats!students!respectfully!
and!considerately.!

9.!The!instructor's!grading!is!fair.!

10.!Compared!with!other!courses,!the!work?
load!is!demanding.!

11.!I!have!learned!a!lot!in!this!course.!

12.!All!things!considered,!this!has!been!a!good!
course.!

The!Moral!Self!
(Summer!2011)!

Logic!(Spring!2010)!

Ethics!and!the!
Environment!(Fall!
2010)!

Life!and!Death!
(Summer!2009)!

Philosophy!of!Law!
(Summer!2010)!

Medical!Ethics!
(Summer!2008)!

Central!Problems!in!
Philosophy!(Spring!
2008)!

Existentialism!and!
Phenomenology!(Fall!
2007)!

Ethics!(Spring!2007)!



Student Comments

Below I quote selected comments from my students on evaluation forms.

“Je↵ is the best professor I have had in all my four years at NYU. He is highly knowledgeable, very
passionate, extremely clear, and super helpful and accessible. Though the concepts in his courses
can be di�cult, he explains them extraordinarily well. He is laid back and fun, but also incredibly
engaging and inspiring.”

“Je↵ is an absolutely amazing/brilliant/hilarious/awesome professor and person. I plan on taking
more of his courses in the future. Would highly recommend to other students.”

“Je↵ is an amazing teacher. He’s a really engaging lecturer and always stimulates interesting class
discussions. The workload was modest, but the reading is always extremely interesting. This has been
one of my favorite classes throughout my undergraduate career.”

“Je↵ Sebo is an outstanding teacher and mentor. His classes have changed the way I think as well as
the choices I make in daily life. He makes you reevaluate many aspects of life that are often accepted
and perpetuated without any conscious reasoning, and presents many other alternatives to possibly
improve your ethics and moral standing. I have recommended his classes to many friends and continue
to recommend him to everyone that wants to take an enjoyable and life changing class.”

“Put simply, Je↵ is fantastic. I have now taken three classes with him and all have been equally
challenging and rewarding. Je↵ is a consistently engaging and inspiring professor. He is equally adept
at making di�cult material accessible to students and challenging them to think in depth about a
complicated issue. His classes are immensely rewarding and, more than any of my other classes, have
had a real impact on my life. When a class is simply too good to miss even under the most dire
circumstances, that is the mark of a good professor. Je↵ has been an inspiration and a motivator. He
makes me want to do homework assignments and participate in class for my own sake rather than for
a grade. I could go on forever. Je↵ is easily the most inspirational professor I have had here at NYU.
He has infinite potential and I am sure he will go on to do great things. I was deeply saddened to
learn that he will be leaving NYU next year. I wish him the best, and I am jealous of the students
who will have the opportunity to take his classes wherever he ends up.”

“This class is great and Je↵ is a wonderful instructor.”

“Je↵ is a spectacular professor. His laid-back attitude and passion for the subject make for very lively
debates in class, and a good learning experience is had by all. I really enjoyed this class especially
because Je↵ presented essentially a whole field of study in just a few months. We went from heavy
philosophy, to gross animal industry videos, and then political and legal implications. It was interesting
and I genuinely enjoyed attending class. It was the perfect elective to take senior year and had this
been a minor when I was a freshman, I would have taken more courses in the department. Thumbs
up for Je↵!”

“I LOVED having Je↵. He is amazing. I am so sad this is his last year. I could not have asked for a
better class and I was excited for class every week!”
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“Je↵ Sebo is the best professor I’ve had at NYU. He is extremely helpful and kind and makes the
information accessible by presenting it in a way that is simple to understand. He made time to listen
to every classmate’s input and was genuinely interested in what we had to say.”

“Professor Sebo is extraordinarily knowledgeable in the fields he teaches; the wealth of information he
presents to the class in a direct and thought-provoking way is always much appreciated.”

“I absolutely loved the class. I went into the class not knowing what to expect and gained so much
knowledge. This class showed me a new interest in animal ethics, which I had never previously thought
about. Je↵ Sebo is an amazing professor and is able to animate the class with his conversations. He
always supports class participation and encourages it by picking people and continuing the conversa-
tion. This is a class that I looked forward to each week, not just because the material was interesting
but also because the professor is amazing.”

“Je↵ is truly one of the most enthusiastic and knowledgable professors I’ve had thus far. This course
was a highlight in my academic career at NYU.”

“The discussions we had in the class were the among the most stimulating and challenging that I
have ever had in a classroom in my entire life. Je↵ navigates the roles of peer, facilitator, and expert
with remarkable grace, and this draws a tremendous amount of critical thinking out of his students.
In many of my classes, students are more than content to sit back, and participating even becomes
somewhat uncool. Je↵ avoids that trap entirely: every student wanted to contribute, and was pushing
his or her own self to craft valid and well-constructed thoughts for the discussion. Je↵ made it fun to
learn. It felt like the occasional profound conversation that friends will spontaneously have outside of
a classroom, but with the addition of an instructor ensuring that it stayed on track. If I could improve
the course I would increase its length. We had a very condensed schedule, and I wanted more time
to process the content of the class. I’d like to add that this course made me do some very profound
self-reflection, and that I feel motivated for, rededicated to, and most importantly awoken to some of
the issues that face our climate. I have made a handful of changes to my lifestyle that I am immensely
proud of, and I owe that to this class informing me of the importance of making those changes. I feel
like I am more appropriately concerned and educated about what very well may be the defining crisis
of this era of human history.”

“Professor Sebo is a fantastic professor. More than anything, he is a fantastic facilitator and is always
interested in student comments and ideas, which makes for a great discussion in class.”

“I was blown away at how educated Je↵ was on the subject at hand. Because this class was discussion
based, I thought I would have a hard time getting myself interested in the class discussion, but Je↵
made sure that the conversations were interesting and managed to keep everyone in tune with the
topic. Overall, I really liked the way Je↵ made himself available to us and the way he designed the
class meetings, assignments, and presentations.”

“Je↵ is my favorite teacher. He is the best teacher I have ever had, by far.”

“Je↵ is the best. He changed my life.”
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“I do not mean it lightly when I say that Je↵ is the best professor I have had during my time at NYU.
After taking three of his classes his impact on me has been profound. His teaching has completely
shifted my world view and armed me with the skills to keep pace in any level of discussion of the
topic of animal ethics. His lectures are informative and interesting, and the quality of class discussions
motivates me to do the reading every week so that I can participate more fluently. He is a master at
using language that appeals to students of all intellectual backgrounds while maintaining a high level
of academic decorum. He is a skilled debater, an interesting thinker, and a virtual encyclopedia of
philosophy. I will really miss going to this class every week and I hope to continue the discussion with
Je↵ beyond the scope of the semester. He will be deeply missed when he leaves NYU and his future
students are in for a real treat wherever he ends up.”

“This was by far my favorite course this semester! I really enjoyed it. The class was very interesting
and I definitely learned a lot.”

“I have never given an professor all 5s on a course evaluation before. I can honestly say Je↵ has been
the best professor I have had so far at NYU. Granted, I am extremely interested in the topic of animal
rights, but my knowledge in the subject has increased beyond my wildest expectations through taking
this course. Je↵’s teaching style is very informative and keeps me interested and he goes to extensive
lengths to remain balanced and unbiased in his teaching of a controversial subject in which both he
and his students are already biased. Taking this course inspired me to pursue a minor in animal
studies, and I will be taking both classes that Je↵ is teaching next semester. Especially considering
his age and teaching experience compared to many other professors, it is clear that Je↵ has a very
bright future as an educator and philosopher.”

“This was hands (and paws) down the best class I have ever taken.”

“This is easily the best class experience I have had at NYU thus far. Our class discussions were so
stimulating and fun, and I was lucky to be surrounded by peers who really wanted to contribute to
the classroom experience. I looked forward to class each day, and Je↵ was informative while really
using his role as the professor to be a discussion facilitator rather than simply lecturing, which I
hugely appreciated. For me, there is nothing more educational than having an interesting discussion
throughout class time that is engaging and challenging while still remaining respectful, and this class
epitomized that experience. I had a general interest going into the class but probably would not have
taken it if I did not have a science/math requirement, and it completely exceeded my expectations
in every sense. I would highly recommend this course to ANYONE, especially those who do not
necessarily have an interest in food, the environment, or moral philosophy, because as I am sure my
classmates can attest, the content of the class is hugely eye-opening and grants a really imperative
perspective on the world in which we live.”

“Je↵ Sebo is the best teacher I’ve had at NYU. I decided to stick with the class despite the di�culty
because he really loves what he does and it makes the class that much more exciting.”

“I have a very high respect for Professor Sebo, as he told us on day one what he his personal philosophies
were, yet in the class he was very open minded and acknowledged and respected arguments against
his own beliefs. I’m sure this is the case for many college professors, but considering I had his class
first on my very first day of college classes, it was a new experience. I di↵er greatly with him on the
key points in the class, yet I feel as if he never discriminated or judged me for it, something I had a
problem with with high school teachers.”
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“Professor Sebo is literally one of the best teachers I’ve ever had in my life. He is unbelievably smart
and taught the course so incredibly, I learned so much and it was so helpful for me. I can’t say enough
good things about him.”

“Je↵ really cares about his students and this is evident in every class. It is not uncommon that
students will gather around him after class to ask him more questions. Not because he is confusing,
but rather because most of us feel intellectually stimulated by the class discussions and we want to
know more. Je↵ never hurries away, but always answers everyone’s questions. Everyone in this class
is very attentive and almost everyone participates regularly. I think that the reason why everyone is
so “there” in this class is because Je↵ does a good job at picking at all of our brains, making us think,
and engaging us in ways that interest us. I would highly recommend taking a class with Je↵ Sebo, to
anyone I know.”

“Professor Sebo is an excellent professor. You can tell that he is very passionate about the subject.
He is incredibly knowledgable and is very good at explaining the material which can be challenging
for someone with no background in philosophy.”

“Je↵ is an incredible professor. Not only is he passionate about what he is teaching, but he is engaging
and open minded. His style of teaching has so much clarity and it made his lectures very enjoyable to
follow. The way he presents this information is thoroughly thoughtful and organized. It is a challenge
I have found in philosophy based courses for the professor and students to stay on topic because there
are so many valuable tangents. Je↵ found a way to explore some of these tangents, but relate it back
and still keep the conversation centered and focused. I have not yet been in a class where I not only
was excited to do the readings, but excited to go to class and have such open discussion. Je↵ had such
a great balance of sharing his opinions while still providing the other side and allowing the students
to think for themselves and create their own values and ideas. I feel so lucky to have found this minor
and to have taken this class. I am POSITIVE that I am going to do something with animal rights and
ethics and I am looking forward to taking the activism class to see how I want to go about becoming
an activist. What is so great about this class is that it is not about memorizing information, but it
is about: LEARNING, thinking, being creative, evaluating, debating, discussing, and overall realizing
that ethics take time to truly understand and it will be a constant life discovery. What Je↵ has taught
us this semester extends beyond the classroom and has helped shape me and the other students to
become better people.”

“Je↵ was an amazing teacher who broke down very complicated material and made it digestible for
his students. He really cares that everyone understand the course materials and does his best to get
everyone up to speed. The class was a very open environment and it was a wonderful place to learn.
I’ll always remember Je↵ and his great class.”

“I loved this course and Je↵. This was a di↵erent, fun, intellectual way at looking at animals.”

“Je↵ is one of the best professors I’ve ever had. He is extremely passionate and knowledgable about
the topic, and he really cares for his students (and it shows!). All of the assigned readings and the
discussions were thought-provoking and made me change the way I perceive things. I have never been
as interested in a class as I was this one. Je↵ spoke in a previous class of mine and my friends raved
about him, so I’ve been waiting to get into one of his classes for almost two years. I’m so happy I did.
Best professor, best class, best part of my semester.”
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“Je↵ Sebo is a brilliant professor. I had no previous experience in any of this subject material, but
he makes everything easily accessible and understandable, regardless of your prior knowledge (or lack
thereof). He asks engaging, meaningful questions and is genuinely interested in hearing each person’s
opinion. The class has been interesting and informative and has opened me up to a whole world of
information and a style of thinking that I was previously unaware of. Je↵ was recommended to me
by a friend of mine who had taken many of his classes, and I am so glad I followed through with this
recommendation. I would absolutely recommend him to all of my friends, as well.”

“This has been hands down the most inspiring course I have ever taken. It made me reevaluate my
daily life to the extent that I made actual changes, follow a new outlook and found a new passion.
I am confident that a large portion of this was due to Je↵. The clarity with which he was able to
explain complex philosophical ideas gave me a basis in understanding that I would not have been able
to achieve on my own. You can tell how much pride Je↵ takes in organizing his courses. There was
a reason for everything. It is really easy to tell when a teacher cares about the subject matter and
his students. Je↵ clearly cares about both. He wanted to impart knowledge and start a conversation
amongst students, and I have an immense amount of respect for that. I could go on and on about this
class and professor, but what is most telling is that it changed my entire outlook. Anyone would be
beyond lucky to get to take any of Je↵’s classes, and I am really grateful that I had the chance.”

“Je↵ is truly an engaging and passionate professor. I took this class because I wanted to experience
a philosophy class, a subject I was not at all familiar with. Je↵ made the discussions accessible and
easy to follow even for a novice like myself. He was always entertaining and he made the three hour
classes fly by. He was very considerate as a professor and very mindful of his students at all times. I
could really tell that he loved being in the middle of the discussions and that he was trying to learn
from them too. I was so pleasantly surprised by how much I enjoyed this class, and that is in large
part due to Je↵.”

“Great professor.”

“This course was really the highlight of my week. Je↵ really went above and beyond as a teacher. In
a lot of (other) classes the teacher talks for most of the time, and the discussion is limited to a few
students who are particularly interested in the subject. But in this class, everyone was very involved
because the readings provided were intellectually challenging, interesting, and thought provoking (I
actually ended up sending many of the readings to my friends and family members because I found
them so awakening). Je↵ did a really good job making sure we understood all sides of the arguments
addressed in each essay and reading he assigned. He also tailored the midterm and final papers in a way
in which we could pick an essay topic from a few prompts, or work with him to create a prompt that
satisfied both the class requirements and our individual interests. I thought this was really awesome
because so many teachers are cut and dry, but Je↵ is really passionate about not just teaching, but
learning too. The fluidity and understanding of his teaching style made for very interesting class
discussions and the ability for us students to learn and apply what we learned to what interested us
most about the class. My best advice to Je↵ would be keep on doing what you are doing, this course
was definitely the most thought provoking and engaging of the courses I have taken at NYU thus far.
And I don’t say that lightly.”

“Je↵ is an amazing teacher. I think that he should certainly go on to bigger and better things, like
SAVE OUR EARTH ¨̂ ”
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“This course has changed my life. Mr. Sebo allowed me to view environmental issues through a whole
new frame of mind. I even became a vegetarian due to what I learned! He respects all opinions and
is open to class discussions.”

“I can’t say enough positive things about this course and instructor. I thoroughly, thoroughly appre-
ciated Je↵ Sebo’s moral philosophy approach to the coursework–it made me see the material in an
entirely di↵erent light. Furthermore, the discussion in the course was one of the most active I’d seen
in my entire career at NYU–somehow, students who didn’t talk for the first two courses ended up
being active participants in discussion. And despite the extremely personal and controversial nature
of the subject matter, Je↵ was able to build trust with the students so that acutely honest and open
conversations took place. Again, this was totally unprecedented from my experience at NYU. I wish
I could make this course required for every undergraduate student.”

“Je↵ Sebo was amazing! Very informative and great at making one think philosophically. I would
recommend him a thousand times over. Very interesting class discussions.”

“This course was really great. Prof. Sebo is incredible at breaking down the readings and getting
students to be involved. This class had one of my lighter work loads this semester, but all of the work
was extremely productive. I honestly think I learned more in this class than in any other class this
semester and that the style it was presented in will lead me to retain my knowledge. No standard
tests, no cram studying that I will just forget, and this allowed me to take the time to learn. I did not
realize how focused this class would be on the animal rights movement, but I enjoyed it. All in all I
think this class was very fair.”

“Je↵ was absolutely great. He really knows his stu↵, and the class is overall a great enlightening
experience!”

“Professor Sebo chooses engaging and pertinent material to read and discuss, and he organizes the
class in such a way that there is the perfect balance between lecture and discussion/debate. I learned
an incredible amount in this course and I would absolutely recommend it to anybody, regardless of
whether or not they had previous interest in the subject matter–after this class, they will be interested.”

“Professor Sebo’s lectures are really very energetic and informative. The discussions were extremely
involved and interesting due, at least in part, to Professor Sebo’s ability to keep the students’ interest
piqued.”

“Je↵ is awesome. Very nice, personable and loved how passionate he was about the subject. He’s one
of the best teachers I’ve ever had.”

“Je↵ has been a wonderful teacher to have this semester – his passion, enthusiasm and general interest
in both philosophy and animals have shone brightly since the beginning of the course. Conversations
with him both in and out of class are always inspirational, and his positive outlook on the potential
and power of acquiring knowledge have greatly impacted me. I will truly miss having Je↵ as a professor
and friend.”

“Great job. Thank you.”
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“Professor Sebo is fantastic. He is enthusiastic and knowledgeable and a great lecturer. He has an
amazing ability to explain di�cult concepts in an extremely clear manner. He was very understanding
about personal obstacles I encountered during the semester and is very accessible in general. I seriously
loved his class and plan to take more courses from him in the future!”

“It was an engaging and inspiring course! Je↵ is incredibly knowledgeable about the subject matter
and presents it in an engaging and interactive way. He facilitates wonderful discussions and covers
a ton of material thoroughly and memorably in a very e�cient way. I would recommend this course
to everyone – it should be required! Greatly increased by understanding of moral ethics and the
human/animal dynamic! Thank you!”

“This class is my favorite so far that I have taken at NYU. Everything was incredibly well organized
and the professor’s interest in student input was greatly appreciated. Thank you for confirming, and
augmenting, my interest in Animal Studies. I sincerely hope to further engage with this professor in
the future!”

“Je↵ Sebo is an excellent professor. He is very approachable and very intelligent. He keeps the class
engaged and encourages his students to give their ideas and speak their minds. I would without a
doubt recommend him as a professor to someone else. I enjoyed both of his classes: Ethics and Animals
and Animal Minds.”

“This was an awesome course, one that I would absolutely recommend to anyone. The workload was
focused and manageable, and content was clearly discussed during each lecture. The course really
taught me to think about the material in a new way, and was extremely engaging and informative.
The instructor was helpful, knowledgeable and engaging, as was the teaching assistant! Awesome
course!”

“I love that Je↵ is open to considering any idea and will explore, in words, its implications no matter
how perverse. It makes the class feel comfortable and fosters discussion.”

“I thoroughly enjoyed this course, especially considering my initial apprehension. I had absolutely no
background in philosophy prior to this, and my current knowledge exceeds what I expected to learn
and retain. Professor Sebo was not only insightful but extremely interesting and humorous. After
dissatisfaction with my first grade, I visited his o�ce hours and my grade significantly improved. He
was very helpful and eased my tensions, and I greatly appreciate professors so willing to help their
students.”

“Je↵ is easily the best, most interesting professor I have had the opportunity to encounter during my
time at NYU. Classes were, without fail, thought provoking and entertaining and has improved my
manner of thinking about philosophy and animal rights issues exponentially.”

“Je↵ is one of the best professors I’ve had at NYU. He is animated and passionate about the material,
making it very easy to pay attention, participate, and learn in his class. He also quickly answers
any questions you ask and encourages input and discussion from everyone. I loved this professor and
class!”
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“Je↵ has been a fantastic professor. Probably my favorite one here at NYU. He is very passionate and
approachable. I would recommend both him and this class to anyone.”

“Je↵ Sebo was very good at engaging the students and making them question and actually think about
what we talked about. Extremely good professor and an extremely interesting class.”

“Professor Sebo is always enthusiastic when he teaches the material, and it’s so refreshing to have a
professor who is so engaged and passionate about the subject. It made me more excited to learn about
the topic. Lectures were always clear and helpful. Great class overall!”

“Eloquent and interesting, plus very knowledgeable of all topics. Makes the complex issues approach-
able and still challenges common thought. Overall, an excellent class and thoroughly enjoyable.
THANKS!”

“Really enjoyed the course. The balance between philosophical teaching (which I felt was made very
accessible) and real life application to morally relevant content (about animals) was very well done. I
learned a great deal. Than you. Also, relaxed discussion based environment appreciated.”

“The professor was extremely knowledgeable about the subject and presented the info clearly and in
an interesting way. The subject is new to me yet I fully understood the concepts and digested the
info. I loved this course and the professor was awesome!”

“Both Je↵ Sebo and Ben Philips were extremely approachable, insightful, and helpful whenever help
was needed. Je↵ made the course and the topics interesting and also challenged me to think in new
ways, which even helped me to form opinions on many important issues. He explained material we had
to read very thoroughly and was also interesting and fun in his teaching methods. I would definitely
take another of his courses!”

“The class was very interesting and informative. Je↵ got me thinking a lot about ethics in my everyday
life. It was not material that just stayed in the classroom.”

“I loved this course: I thought it was very interesting and thought provoking. The instructor, Je↵,
was very enthusiastic about the class and made it very enjoyable. He always had the class engaged in
fun discussions.”

“I loved the class and the professor’s ability to present abstract concepts in a clear, organized, analytical
way. Easily my favorite professor/class I have encountered during my time at NYU; I’m looking forward
to taking other classes with Je↵ in the future.”

“This course and its material were structured well which was incredibly important given the subject
matter. Professor Sebo communicated all the concepts very well and was excellent at addressing
questions. He made the subject matter very interesting!”

“Sebo was an excellent professor who helped me understand and gain interest in tough areas revolving
around philosophy. This class has really helped me in other classes as well.”

“Great professor!! He was very helpful and nice and understanding, and made the class very interesting
and engaging!”
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“Je↵ is seriously awesome. He’s really funny and knowledgeable. I learned a ton and I would definitely
recommend this class to anyone.”

“Je↵ is one of the best professors I’ve had at NYU. He’s extremely well versed in the literature and
can answer any philosophy question in an informative and clear way. He’s great at leading discussion,
letting everyone have their say, yet always redirecting discussion back to the topic. Every class session
was fascinating and productive, and despite the “meta” subjects of the course, Je↵ never left out the
moral and practical implications we wanted to talk about. He never made us feel like our questions were
stupid – he’s a very diplomatic teacher. His joy at assigning one of his own paper was awesome. Great
paper but an even better professor. Made summer classes not only bearable but actually rewarding.
Thanks Je↵!!”

“This was a great course. All of the readings were really interesting and informative. Je↵ did a great
job of teaching and explaining the material in an engaging way.”

“Je↵ is a great professor, he is incredibly passionate about his job and that is transmitted to us
students, who get very excited too. In addition, he is always well prepared and has an amazing
memory to remember details about the subjects we discussed. He makes philosophy much more fun
than it already is and makes it more practical!”

“I really enjoyed this class. It was a great way to introduce myself to the animal studies minor. I
enjoyed it so much that I am taking a class that Prof. Sebo is teaching next semester.”

“Je↵ is an awesome professor – he is brilliant and eloquent, and we all learned so much. Very stim-
ulating discussions, and Je↵ treats all points of view and positions with the utmost respect and
consideration. Great class, excellent prof.”

“Je↵ Sebo is a very dynamic, enthusiastic and stimulating Instructor. He cares about philosophy
and shares his enthusiasm for the course. Je↵ Sebo demonstrated a caring personality in helping his
students to understand the subject content. He makes himself readily available for consultations and
support of his students’ needs.”

“I really enjoyed this class and thought Je↵ was an awesome instructor. He was extremely knowledge-
able, had ample examples to illustrate points we weren’t understanding and made the class exception-
ally pleasant by being enthusiastic about the topics. The readings were really relevant, and I would
definitely take another class taught by Je↵ and will recommend him to others.”

“I thought this was an amazing class! I have very little philosophy coursework in my background but
Je↵ presents in a clear, stimulating manner for all audience levels. Honestly – I had no idea what to
expect. Now I would take any class that he would instruct. Thanks Je↵!”

“Je↵ was always enthusiastic and energetic. He gave us no choice but to engage the material in a
thoughtful and productive way. Also seems like a good guy in general.”

“I have learned so much from this course. I had been a bit hesitant to take a course at CAS given
the class size, however Professor Sebo has done an excellent job in making this course feel like a small
seminar. I feel very fortunate to have had him.”
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“Je↵ has definitely always been prepared to teach for the class and as a result of his great organizational
and teaching methods I was able to learn a lot about logic in a very clear manner. He was always
willing to help the students out after class or in class and was open to suggestions. Thank you for
your awesome work!”

“I have taken many undergraduate courses at many institutions, ranging from community college to
an ivy league university, and I have to say that this was one of the best classes, if not the best, I have
ever taken. I wish more of my classes had been taught by two individuals (which, by the way, I have
never experienced a class taught by two instructors, and now believe it is an excellent way to add
enthusiasm and expertise to a course) as passionate, intelligent, and simply as good at philosophy and
teaching as Je↵ and Colin. They complemented each other extremely well and this will be one of my
fondest memories of formal academia.”

“This was one of the best philosophy classes I have taken. The chemistry between Je↵ and Colin was
amazing. They were able to work o↵ of each other and create class discussion like seasoned veterans.
I would recommend this class and these professors to anyone interested in philosophy or the basis of
law in America and for humanity.”

“This was an exceptional course. It was both very informative and extremely engaging. The instructors
demonstrated a deep and broad knowledge along with infectious interest in the material. Despite the
wide range of backgrounds among the students, the instructors fostered a discussion environment that
was both lively and rigorous. I would recommend any course taught by Je↵ Sebo or Colin Marshall
very highly. My fellow students and I learned a lot, had a great time, and came away inspired. I’m
grateful to have had a chance to take this course, and the reason for that is the exceptional teaching
of Je↵ Sebo and Colin Marshall.”

“Both Je↵ and Colin are very good at expressing complicated philosophical ideas simply and eloquently.
I was impressed by their broad and deep knowledge of the course material and philosophical ideas in
general, as well as their abilities to relate to the students.”

“Je↵ Sebo and Colin Marshall were some of the most exceptional teachers I have ever encountered.
The class was stimulating, challenging, and very rewarding. The scope and variety of material covered
were excellent, and Sebo and Marshall possessed an impressive amount of knowledge and insight in
every area. Despite the wide range of student backgrounds in the class, Sebo and Marshall managed
to create a discussion environment that was both lively and rigorous. I cannot say enough good things
about them, and I would recommend any class they teach to anyone. I am grateful to have had the
chance to study with such extraordinary professors.”

“Je↵ is an amazing instructor and has a natural talent to teach in a manner that is very engaging. He
has been one of the best professors I have ever had.”

“I think this class was very stimulating and interesting, the teacher was clear and really helped me
understand the information. I loved the class and would recommend Je↵ Sebo to any of my friends.”

“Great professor.”

“Highly enthusiastic.”

“YAY!”
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“Je↵ was one of the best teachers I’ve ever had. I followed everything, was excited to learn, and
enjoyed everything I learned and discussed, while also being challenged and pushed. He was a great
teacher.”

“By far my favorite TA at NYU so far. May consider changing majors entirely because of the inspi-
ration I gained from Je↵. So funny and genius, better than a majority of experienced professors I’ve
had. Thank you for such a rewarding term.”

“Je↵ is great! He is so energetic and enthusiastic about the material. He is personable and approach-
able, always willing to read drafts, answer questions, and o↵er constructive feedback. I learned a lot
in recitation because Je↵ is very intelligent and insightful. Overall, an amazing guy!”

“Je↵ is a great teacher who really knows how to engage a class in an interesting and relatable way.
He makes sure that everyone knows what is going on and o↵ers helpful advice when necessary. Keep
it up Je↵.”

“Je↵ is di↵erent from other philosophy TA’s that I’ve had. He’s so brilliant yet he’s able to connect
with us undergrads so well. He’s certainly made recitation and the class more enjoyable but also has
given great depth to the course and the way I view philosophy. Simply put, he’s awesome.”

“I really loved Je↵ Sebo’s recitation. He is extremely intelligent and knowledgeable about a variety of
topics and understands and presents the issues clearly and in a very stimulating way. He is charismatic,
kind, humble and has a great sense of humor. He is also relaxed and understanding. Our discussions
were very engaging and Je↵ addressed and answered everyone’s questions patiently and thoroughly.
Yay Je↵! He is also a vegan – commendable!”

“Je↵ is a phenomenal TA. He really does help understand the material in an optimal way. He is
enthusiastic and always kept me interested.”

“Je↵ was a great recitation leader. He was engaging and funny even when the material was dry and
boring. He always got us thinking in broader senses and got us talking with each other. I would highly
recommend him to any of my classmates.”

“Je↵ has been an excellent recitation leader. He presents the material in a manner which makes it
much easier to understand.”

“Je↵ is an inspiring, gifted teacher. His genuine enthusiasm was indispensible to my involvement in
this course. Simply put, Je↵ is committed, passionate, and thoughtful, and has helped me get excited
about ethics and philosophy.”

“Je↵ is a great teacher. He communicates well and knows how to engage students by leading great
discussions.”

“Je↵ is really good at not only maintaining an interesting discussion, but also actually providing new
information to our discussions to further stimulate thought. He is a great teacher who also summarized
di�cult papers well.”

“Je↵ is the best ever.”
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“Je↵ is awesome. He is an intelligent and articulate TA who is versed not only in philosophy, but also
e↵ective communication in an instructive capacity. I think he’s a better teacher than our professor.”

“Je↵ is seriously the best TA I have ever had. He’s helpful, kind, interesting, and explains the material
well. He makes me think in class. He’s always happy, cheerful and upbeat, which in turn makes me
happy and makes the class pleasant. I always leave section glad that I came. Best of all, he keeps
philosophy from being pretentious or on some level we can never reach – he makes it accessible and
enjoyable. If I ever get the chance to take another class or section from him again, I will.”

“Je↵ is an awesome TA. He really made the discussion and therefore the course interesting and fun. I
couldn’t ask for much more in a TA.”

“It’s apparent in every recitation that Je↵ loves philosophy, loves teaching it, and loves discussing it
with everyone and in any context. He was able to explain subtle di↵erences in philosophical terms
that were confusing at the time. Every recitation, I knew he would be standing in front of the class,
bouncing up and down with his enthusiasm that was infectious to each and every one of us. Not only
a fantastic teacher, but a fantastic learner.”

“Je↵ is a great teacher. He makes everything interesting and relatable and understandable. He has
made me think in ways I hadn’t before.”

“The large number of 5’s was not me rushing through this. Rather, it is my attempt to communicate
how incredible of a TA Je↵ was. I have been almost unconditionally dissatisfied with the quality of my
TAs at NYU. Je↵ completely changed that. His leadership and insight not only explained or clarified
the lectures but instilled a sense of excitement in his students. He is the whole reason I learned so
much and found this course so interesting.”

“Je↵ is an amazing TA. He made class easy to follow and was very passionate about what he was
teaching. Animated and brought life to the recitation. Only can hope to get another TA like him.”

“Je↵ has been an incredibly helpful teacher. I have learned a great deal from him and can always
depend on him to clarify the lecture. He takes a genuine interest in his students.”

“Je↵ is a really understanding and inspiring teacher. He always makes sure everyone is on the same
page, and presents material in clear and e�cient manner. I’d love to take a course of his if he ever
became a teacher.”

“Je↵ is a charismatic educator who seems to attain a genuine joy from his subject, and the various
challenges brought forward through it. He has been greatly prepared for each class, all the while
providing the students outside consultation, should they require it. He is not overly lenient with his
grading, but is quite apt in providing useful critique for future philosophizing.”

“Je↵ Sebo is brilliant: by far the best philosophy TA I’ve ever had thus far. He not only has a
comprehensive and deep understanding of the material but he presents it in a clear and creative way.
The lectures could often be dry, but Je↵ made up for it in his animated use of concrete “life” examples.
He replaced the professor during one lecture and gave his own interpretation of de Beauvoir. It was
extremely thoughtful, clear, and illuminating. Je↵ essentially rocks. ¨̂ ”
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“Je↵ is a passionate, engaging teacher. His written feedback on my assignments has been direct,
detailed and insightful. I enjoyed this class.”

“Je↵ has been an excellent TA this semester. Now that I’m a senior, I have had many TAs, and it
is not hard to figure out who wants to see the students learn the material and succeed. Je↵ took an
active role in answering questions and explaining the material in a way that all of us could understand
(some of us had taken 7 philosophy courses while others had never taken one). Je↵ provided valuable
comments on the papers and was willing to meet before the papers were due to help work through
di�cult concepts. He also encouraged us to speak up as much as possible and was easy to approach.”

“Je↵ is my favorite TA. The sessions have been wonderfully helpful and informative. In fact, this has
been the only recitation I have taken at NYU that I have actually enjoyed.”

“Je↵ is passionate about the material, able in engaging with it and applying it, and can present his
ideas clearly and confidently. His lectures were also lucid and stimulating – he seems comfortable
presenting his ideas in this style.”

“Honestly, although I did learn a lot in class, I learned a majority of the information this class had to
o↵er from Je↵ himself. He was always clear and flexible. If he didn’t have the answer then he would
have it by the next class. He was the best TA I have ever had at NYU. Hooray for Je↵ Sebo!”

“Je↵ has done a great job of taking a very di�cult and dense course with very di�cult material and
discussing it with us in a way that makes it very respectful and very engaging, not to mention funny
and light-hearted. I think he will make a great professor someday. He has made this experience for
me completely enjoyable. (Thanks for the fun times!)”

“I think Je↵’s been a really great TA for this class. He’s made the material very accessible for us
and has stirred up some excellent class discussions. I also enjoyed the lecture he gave about Simone
de Beauvoir’s work; it was well organized and thorough and thoughtful, but Je↵ was still open to
reinterpretations.”

“Some of this class has been rather challenging, but Je↵ does a great job of bringing the kids up to
speed. He is also generally enthusiastic which is a quality I appreciate in a teacher. He treats students
as equals, probably because he is one, but also because he is ethical and believes in the freedom of all
wo/mankind.”

“Je↵ has a solid ability to relate and communicate with a student, which is both rare and important
for a teacher and skilled philosopher.”

“It’s refreshing to have such complex ideas presented in an accessible way, with easily relatable exam-
ples used to provide some clarity to the material. Je↵ is a great facilitator of the discussions we have.
He’s a good listener and manages to address problems and puzzles presented in a way that demon-
strates his background-supported grasp on the material. More confidence in his ideas and maybe less
qualification of them would much improve his teaching.”

“Je↵ was very animated and eager to discuss the material with his students. A fun and informative
time was had by all.”
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“Je↵ is the sort of person and teacher that inspires respect and a↵ection from everyone. He is an
amazing TA, and not only is it clear that he knows his stu↵, is open, philosophical, really smart
and intelligent, he’s also moral and so passionate in this self-aware way. He is truly a great TA. He
grades papers carefully, and it’s clear that he cares about his students. His recitations are always fun,
engaging, demanding, yet at the same time laid back and non-judgmental.”

“Je↵ has been considerably more helpful, insightful, friendly, and available than any of my TAs in
other courses. He has made my experience in this course understandable and interesting. And he
convinced me to become a vegetarian.”

“Je↵ Sebo is an amazing TA – he gives incredibly intelligent, clear explanations of the material and
leads good discussions.”

“Je↵ Sebo is probably the best teacher I have ever had. He knows the readings backwards and forwards,
and he understands the literature so well that he can explain the material in a lighter way to make it
easier to understand for people who are not so familiar with it.”

“Je↵ Sebo is great.”

“Je↵ was a very informative and interesting TA. He kept recitations light-hearted and was able to
answer all questions openly.”

“Je↵ has made what was previously very confusing incredibly interesting and easier to understand.
The recitation was provocative, dynamic. He really knows his stu↵, and how to present it.”

“Je↵ is great! He is smart and knowledgeable about ethics. This class has been productive and
informative.”

“Je↵made Ethics very fun and clear. He was very receptive to questions, gave us a great deal of respect,
and summarized the material in a clear and concise way. I think I learned as much in recitation with
him as I did in the 2 lectures per week.”

“Je↵ is a fantastic TA who has presented complicated material in a clear, stimulating way.”

“Je↵ is very approachable and knowledgeable about the subject. He also explains everything very
clearly and answers questions well. . . . best TA ever?”

“I respect Je↵ not only as an instructor, but as a person. He is really great at what he does.”
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Food, Animals, and the Environment

Summer 2014

Description

This course examines the impact of contemporary food systems on animals and the environment. We start
with a survey of ethical theory. Do we have moral obligations to animals, plants, species, and ecosystems?
Is there a moral di↵erence between causing and allowing harm? And are we morally responsible for what we
do collectively? We then consider the impacts of industrial animal agriculture on humans, nonhumans, public
health, and the environment. Finally, we consider alternatives to industrial animal agriculture including local
food, organic food, genetically modified food, and urban food. Do these food systems represent true alternatives
to industrial animal agriculture? Are they capable of feeding a planet with a rising population? And if so, how
can we get from here to there?

General Information

• Time: M/W 6:00-9:00

• Place: TISC LC4

• Instructor: Je↵ Sebo

• Email: je↵sebo@gmail.com

• O�ce: 285 Mercer, #902

• O�ce hours: by appointment

• Course website: je↵sebo.net/teaching/
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Readings

The required books for this class are:

• Anna Lappe, Diet for a Hot Planet

• James McWilliams, Just Food

• Timothy Pachirat, Every Twelve Seconds: Industrialized Slaughter and the Politics of Sight

• Jonathan Safran-Foer, Eating Animals

You can find these books at Bluestockings (172 Allen Street between Stanton and Rivington) as well as online.
All readings not from the required books will be posted on blackboard.

Grading

Your grades will be determined as follows:

• Exams (70%): You will complete three take-home exams for this course. Each exam will consist of short
essay questions that draw from all of the lectures and readings up until that point. The first exam (15%)
will be about six pages long and will be due on 7/15; the second (25%) will be about eight pages long
and will be due on 7/29; and the third (30%) will be about ten pages long and will be due on 8/12.

• Presentations (10%): You will give a 10-15 minute presentation. For your presentation, you will find
an ad campaign for a particular food product, present that ad campaign to class, and then discuss the
accuracy, e↵ectiveness, and legality of that campaign.

• Daily Questions (10%): At least one hour prior to each session, you will send me an email with (1) a
one-sentence description of one of the main claims from that day’s reading and (2) a question or comment
about this claim. These will be graded Pass/Fail.

• Attendance and Participation (10%): I expect regular attendance and thoughtful participation from
all students. My assessment of the quality of your performance on these items will account for 10% of
your grade.

Policies

• Laptops/Cell Phones: Laptops are allowed, but only for taking notes. Cell phones must be on silent.

• Special Accommodations: If you need special accommodations, please let me know so that I can properly
assist you.

• Academic Integrity: Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. See the
NYU College of Arts and Science policy on Academic Integrity for more information.

• Late Papers/Extensions/Incompletes: Late papers will be accepted, but will lose 1/3 letter grade for each
day late. Extensions and incompletes will be granted only in exceptional circumstances. If you would like
to request either, please do it well before the due date.
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Schedule

• 5/28 - Introduction
Robert Solomon, “Morality and Theories of Morality”
Dale Jamieson, “The Environment as an Ethical Question”

• 6/2 - Ethics and Animals
Peter Singer, “All Animals Are Equal”
Dale Jamieson, “Humans and Other Animals”

• 6/4 - Ethics and the Environment
Aldo Leopold, “The Land Ethic”
Dale Jamieson, “The Value of Nature”

• 6/9 - Killing and Letting Die
Peter Singer, “Killing: Humans,” “Killing: Animals”
Peter Singer, “Famine, A✏uence, and Morality”

• 6/11 - Industrial Agriculture and Animal Welfare
Peter Singer and Jim Mason, “Eating the Standard American Diet”
Peter Singer and Jim Mason, “The Conscientious Omnivores”

• 6/16 - Industrial Agriculture and Human Welfare
Timothy Pachirat, “Kill Floor,” “Es todo por hoy,” “A Politics of Sight”
Robert Gottlieb, “Accessing Food,” “Consuming Food”

• 6/18 - Industrial Agriculture and Public Health
Jonathan Safran Foer, “Influence / Speechlessness”
Jonathan Safran Foer, “Slices of Paradise / Pieces of Shit”

• 6/23 - Industrial Agriculture and the Environment
Anna Lappe, “The Climate Crisis at the End of Our Fork”
Anna Lappe, “The Shape of Things to Come”

• 6/25 - Local Food
Anna Lappe, “Cool Food: Five Ingredients of Climate-Friendly Farming”
James McWilliams, “Food Miles or Friendly Miles?”

• 6/30 - Organic Food
Michael Pollan, “Big Organic”
James McWilliams, “Organic Panic”

• 7/2 - Genetically Modified Food
Anna Lappe, “The Biotech Ballyhoo”
James McWilliams, “Frankenfood?”

• 7/7 - Urban Food
Peter Ladner, “Converting Urban and Suburban Lands for Growing Food”
Mark Winne, “Public Policy: Food for the People”
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Animal Minds
Spring 2014

Description

This course will examine animal minds from a primarily philosophical perspective. We will start with a survey
of philosophy of mind and cognitive ethology. What is a mind, and who or what can have one? How can we
learn about animal minds, and what are the main research methods that scientists use to study them? We will
then ask what, as far as we know, animal minds are like. How do animals perceive the world? Do they have
memories? Self-awareness? Language? Rationality? Pleasure and pain and emotion? Finally, we will consider
the philosophical implications of our answers to these questions. What, if anything, does this discussion tell us
about the human/nonhuman divide, and about the nature, value, and meaning of human and nonhuman life?

General Information

• Time: M 5:00–7:30

• Place: GCASL 375

• Instructor: Je↵ Sebo

• Email: je↵sebo@gmail.com

• O�ce: 285 Mercer, #902

• O�ce hours: M 11:00-12:00 or by appointment
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Readings

The required books for this class are:

• Robert Lurz, The Philosophy of Animal Minds

• Je↵rey Masson and Susan McCarthy, When Elephants Weep: The Emotional Lives of Animals

• Clive Wynne, Animal Cognition: The Mental Lives of Animals

You can find these books at Bluestockings (172 Allen Street between Stanton and Rivington) as well as online.
All readings not from the required book will be posted on blackboard.

Grading

Your grades will be determined as follows:

• Exams (70%): You will complete three take-home exams for this course. Each exam will consist of
several short essay questions that draw from all the course material up until that point. The first exam
(20%) will be about six pages long and will be due on 3/8; the second (20%) will be about six pages long
and will be due on 4/12; and the third (30%) will be about eight pages long and will be due on 5/16.

• Presentations (10%): You will give a 10-15 minute presentation. For your presentation, you will find a
scientific article related to the topic of discussion for that day, summarize the article, and then raise some
questions or comments about this research and its implications for animal minds.

• Daily Questions (10%): At least two hours before each session, you will send me an email with (a) a
short summary of one of the main claims from each assigned reading, and (b) a question or comment
about that claim. These will be graded on a pass/fail basis.

• Attendance and Participation (10%): I expect regular attendance and thoughtful participation from
all students. My assessment of the quality of your performance on these items will account for 10% of
your grade.

Policies

• Laptops/Cell Phones: Laptops are allowed, but only for taking notes. Cell phones must be on silent.

• Special Accommodations: If you need special accommodations, please let me know so that I can properly
assist you.

• Academic Integrity: Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. See the
NYU College of Arts and Science policy on Academic Integrity for more information.

• Late Papers/Extensions/Incompletes: Late papers will be accepted, but will lose 1/3 letter grade for each
day late. Extensions and incompletes will be granted only in exceptional circumstances. If you would like
to request either, please do it well before the due date.
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Schedule

• 1/27 - Introduction
John Heil, “Cartesian dualism”
John Heil, “The identity theory”

• 2/3 - Philosophy of Mind
John Heil, “Functionalism”
John Heil, “The intentional stance”

• 2/10 - Perception
Clive Wynne, “Other ways of seeing the world – I: physical dimensions”
Peter Carruthers, “The problem of other minds”

• 2/24 - Learning
Clive Wynne, “Detecting cause and e↵ect”
John Fisher, “The myth of anthropomorphism”

• 3/3 - Memory
Clive Wynne, “Remembering”
William Roberts, “The questions of temporal and spatial displacement in animal cognition”

• 3/10 - Mindreading
Sara Shettleworth, “Social intelligence”
José Luis Bermúdez, “Mindreading in the animal kingdom”

• 3/24 - Language
Sara Shettleworth, “Communication and language”
Elisabeth Camp, “A language of baboon thought?”

• 3/31 - Rationality
Fred Dretske, “Minimal rationality”; Ruth Millikan, “Styles of rationality”
José Luis Bermúdez, “Animal reasoning and proto-logic”

• 4/7 - Interpretation
Donald Davidson, “Rational animals”
Daniel Dennett, “Do animals have beliefs?”

• 4/14 - Consciousness
Peter Carruthers, “Animals and conscious experience”
Rocco Gennaro, “Animals, consciousness, and I-thoughts”

• 4/21 - Pain
Colin Allen, “Animal pain”
Sahar Akhtar, “Animal pain and animal welfare”

• 4/28 - Emotion
Je↵rey Masson and Susan McCarthy, “Love and friendship,” “Grief, sadness, and the bones of elephants”
Robert Roberts, “The sophistication of non-human emotion”

• 5/5 - Morality
Je↵rey Masson and Susan McCarthy, “Rage, dominance, and cruelty,” “Compassion, rescue, and altruism”
Richard Joyce, “Moral language and moral emotions”

• 5/12 - The Human/Nonhuman Divide
Jacques Derrida, “The animal that therefore I am”
Thomas Nagel, “Death,” “The absurd”
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Ethics and Activism
Spring 2014

Description

This course will examine the ethics of activism, focusing on animal and environmental activism but touching
on many other social movements along the way. We will start with a survey of moral philosophy. Is there
a moral di↵erence between causing and allowing harm? Are we responsible for the harms that we cause and
allow collectively as well as for the harms that we cause and allow individually? We will then consider some of
the moral problems that come up in legal activism, including abolition vs. regulation, holistic vs. single-issue
activism, and symbolic vs. strategic activism. Finally, we will consider some of the moral problems that come
up in illegal activism. For example, do we ever have a moral right, or duty, to engage in civil disobedience,
property destruction, violence, or revolution?

General Information

• Time: W 5:00–7:30

• Place: TISC LC11

• Instructor: Je↵ Sebo

• Email: je↵sebo@gmail.com

• O�ce: 285 Mercer, #902

• O�ce hours: M 11:00-12:00 or by appointment

• Course website: je↵sebo.net/teaching/
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Readings

The required books for this class are:

• Saul Alinsky, Rules for Radicals: A Pragmatic Primer for Realistic Radicals

• Grace Lee Boggs, The Next American Revolution: Sustainable Activism for the Twenty-First Century

• Will Potter, Green Is The New Red: An Insider’s Account of a Social Movement Under Siege

You can find these books at Bluestockings (172 Allen Street between Stanton and Rivington) as well as online.
All readings not from the required books will be posted on blackboard.

Grading

Your grades will be determined as follows:

• Papers (70%): You will write two papers explaining and evaluating the views and arguments discussed
in class. The first paper will be due on 3/24 and the second will be due on 5/10. Each paper will be
about 10 pages long, and will count for 35% of your final grade.

• Daily Questions (15%): At least two hours before each session, you will send me an email with (a) a
short summary of one of the main claims from each assigned reading, and (b) a question or comment
about that claim. These will be graded on a pass/fail basis.

• Attendance and Participation (15%): I expect regular attendance and thoughtful participation from
all students. My assessment of the quality of your performance on these items will account for 10% of
your grade.

Policies

• Laptops/Cell Phones: Laptops are allowed, but only for taking notes. Cell phones must be on silent.

• Special Accommodations: If you need special accommodations, please let me know so that I can properly
assist you.

• Academic Integrity: Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. See the
NYU College of Arts and Science policy on Academic Integrity for more information.

• Late Papers/Extensions/Incompletes: Late papers will be accepted, but will lose 1/3 letter grade for each
day late. Extensions and incompletes will be granted only in exceptional circumstances. If you would like
to request either, please do it well before the due date.
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Schedule

• 1/29 - Introduction

Peter Singer, “Famine, a✏uence, and morality”
Robert Solomon, “Morality and theories of morality”

• 2/5 - Moral Theory

Dale Jamieson, “Humans and other animals”
Dale Jamieson, “The value of nature”

• 2/12 - Individual vs. Collective Morality

Michael Maniates, “Individualization: plant a tree, buy a bike, save the world?”
Stephen Gardiner, “A perfect moral storm”

• 2/19 - Abolition vs. Regulation

Angela Davis, “Are prisons obsolete?”
Gary Francione and Robert Garner, “The animal rights debate”

• 2/26 - Intersectional vs. Single-Issue Activism

Julie Guthman, “‘If they only knew’: the unbearable whiteness of alternative food”
Emily Gaardner, “The animals come first: using sex(ism) to sell animal rights”

• 3/5 - Symbolic vs. Strategic Activism

Jo Freeman, “The tyranny of structurelessness”
Saul Alinsky, “Of means and ends,” “A war about words”

• 3/12 - Personal vs. Professional Activism

Christine Ahn, “Democratizing American philanthropy”
Paul Kivel, “Social service or social change?”; Eric Tang, “Non-profits and the autonomous grassroots”

• 3/26 - Education vs. Manipulation

Paulo Freire, “Pedagogy of the oppressed,” Chapter 1
Paulo Freire, “Pedagogy of the oppressed,” Chapter 4

• 4/2 - Civil Disobedience

A. John Simmons, “Civil disobedience and the duty to obey the law”
Iris Marion Young, “Activist challenges to deliberative democracy”

• 4/9 - Property Destruction

Steven Best and Anthony Nocella, “Behind the mask”
Ned Hettinger, “Environmental disobedience”

• 4/16 - Violence and Terrorism

Ward Churchill, “Pacifism as pathology”
Samuel Sche✏er, “Is terrorism morally distinctive?”

• 4/23 - Political Repression

Will Potter, “War at home,” “The green menace”
Will Potter, “Guilty by association,” “Un-American activities”

• 4/30 - Revolution

Hannah Arendt, “The meaning of revolution”
Slavoj Žižek, “How to begin from the beginning”

• 5/7 - Striking a Balance

Grace Lee Boggs, “These are the times to grow our souls,” “Revolution as a new beginning”
pattrice jones, “Aftershock,” “Rescue”
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Ethics and Animals
Fall 2013

Description

This course will examine the morality of our treatment of nonhuman animals. We will start with a survey of
moral theory. Do animals have moral status? Do we have a right to harm or kill some animals in order to benefit
or save others? We will consider these questions from a variety of moral perspectives, including utilitarianism,
rights theory, contractualism, feminism, and contextualism. We will then apply these ideas to di↵erent kinds
of animal use. For example, what is the morality of our treatment of animals in food, research, entertainment,
captivity, and the wild? Finally, we will explore the connections between human rights and animal rights; the
legal, economic, and psychological barriers in the way of reform; and the ethics of activism and advocacy.

General Information

• Time: T 5:00–7:30

• Place: GCASL 279

• Instructor: Je↵ Sebo

• Email: je↵sebo@gmail.com

• O�ce: 285 Mercer, #902

• O�ce hours: T 1:00–2:00 or by appointment

• Teaching Assistant: Ben Phillips

• Email: ben.s.phillips@gmail.com

• O�ce: 285 Mercer, 10th floor conference room

• O�ce hours: Th 12:30–1:30 or by appointment

• Course website: je↵sebo.net/teaching/

1



Readings

The required books for this class are:

• Lori Gruen, Ethics and Animals

• Tom Regan, The Case for Animal Rights

• Peter Singer, Animal Liberation

You can find these books at Bluestockings (172 Allen Street between Stanton and Rivington) as well as online.
The following books will also be useful, but are not required:

• Tom Beauchamp and R. G. Frey, The Oxford Handbook of Animal Ethics

• Rod Preece and Lorna Chamberlain, Animal Welfare and Human Values

• Cass Sunstein and Martha Nussbaum, Animal Rights: Current Debates and New Directions

All readings not from the required books will be posted on blackboard.

Grading

Your grades will be determined as follows:

• Exams (75%): Each student will complete three take-home exams explaining and evaluating the views
and arguments discussed in lecture. The first exam will be due on 10/6, the second will be due on 11/10,
and the third will be due on 12/15. Each exam will be about 8 pages long and will count for 25% of your
final grade.

• Daily Questions (15%): At least one hour prior to each lecture, each student will send Je↵ and Ben
an email with (1) a one-sentence description of one of the main claims from that day’s reading and (2) a
question or comment about this claim. These will be graded Pass/Fail.

• Attendance and Participation (10%): We expect regular attendance and thoughtful participation
from all students. Our assessment of the quality of your performance on these items will account for 10%
of your grade.

Policies

• Laptops/Cell Phones: Laptops are allowed, but only for taking notes. Cell phones must be on silent.

• Special Accommodations: If you need special accommodations, please let me know so that I can properly
assist you.

• Academic Integrity: Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. See the
NYU College of Arts and Science policy on Academic Integrity for more information.

• Late Papers/Extensions/Incompletes: Late papers will be accepted, but will lose 1/3 letter grade for each
day late. Extensions and incompletes will be granted only in exceptional circumstances. If you would like
to request either, please do it well before the due date.
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Schedule

• 9/3 - Introduction
David DeGrazia, “What animals are like”
David DeGrazia, “The harms of su↵ering, confinement, and death”

• 9/10 - Utilitarianism
Jeremy Bentham, “Of the principle of utility”
Peter Singer, “All animals are equal,” “Killing humans and killing animals”

• 9/17 - Rights Theory
Immanuel Kant, “Groundwork for the metaphysics of morals”
Christine Korsgaard, “Fellow creatures”; Tom Regan, “Human and animal rights”

• 9/24 - Contractualism
T.M. Scanlon, “The structure of contractualism”
Peter Carruthers, “Contractualism and animals”

• 10/1 - Contextualism
Josephine Donovan, “Attention to su↵ering: sympathy as a basis for ethical treatment of animals”
Clare Palmer, “The moral significance of the distinction between domesticated and wild animals”

• 10/8 - Animals as Property
Peter Singer, “Down on the factory farm”
David Wolfson and Mariann Sullivan, “Foxes in the hen house: animals, agribusiness, and the law”

• 10/22 - Animals as Food
Lori Gruen, “Eating animals”
Tom Regan, “Why vegetarianism is obligatory”; N.Y. Times Finalists, “In defense of eating meat”

• 10/29 - Animals in Research
Lori Gruen, “Experimenting on animals”
Tom Regan, “Against the use of animals in science”; Baruch Brody, “Defending animal research”

• 11/5 - Animals in Entertainment
Rod Preece and Lorna Chamberlain, “Animals in entertainment”
Dale Jamieson, “Against zoos,” Michael Hutchins, et al., “In defense of zoos and aquariums”

• 11/12 - Pets and Companion Animals
David DeGrazia, “The ethics of confining animals: from farms to zoos to human homes”
Gary Francione, “Pets”; Rod Preece and Lorna Chamberlain, “Companion animals”

• 11/19 - Wild and Liminal Animals
Lori Gruen, “Animals in the wild”
Gary Varner, “Environmental ethics, hunting, and the place of animals”

• 11/26 - Animal Rights and Human Rights
Carol Adams, “The sexual politics of meat,” “Masked violence, muted voices”
Marjorie Spiegel, “The dreaded comparison”; Karen Davis, “Only one holocaust?”

• 12/3 - Oppression and Repression
Bob Torres, “Property, violence, and the roots of oppression”
Zipporah Weisberg, “Animal repression”

• 12/10 - Activism and Advocacy
Lori Gruen, “Animal protection”
Norm Phelps, “Direct action,” “Things fall apart,” “But the center takes hold”
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Ethics and the Environment

Summer 2013

Description

This course will examine the morality of our treatment of the environment. We will split our discussion into
three main sections:

• Ethical Theory: What kind of value does nature have? Do we have moral obligations to plants, species,
and ecosystems? Also, how demanding is morality? Are we responsible for what we do collectively as well
as for what we do individually? How should we treat people in other nations and future generations?

• Environmental Problems: What is sustainability, and what is the di↵erence between conservation and
preservation? Do we have a duty to conserve or preserve natural resources or the wilderness? Do we have
a duty not to contribute to pollution or climate change?

• Applications and Solutions: How does environmental ethics relate to other issues in applied ethics?
For example, how would a commitment to protect the environment interact with our commitment to feed
the hungry and develop the economy? Also, what can we do, in practice, to solve some of these problems?

General Information

• Time: Second Summer Session, TR 6:00–9:00

• Place: GODD B04

• Instructor: Je↵ Sebo

• Email: je↵sebo@gmail.com

• O�ce: 285 Mercer, #902

• O�ce hours: by appointment

• Course website: je↵sebo.net/teaching/
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Readings

The required books for this class are:

• Lori Gruen, Dale Jamieson, and Christopher Schlottmann, Reflecting on Nature

• Peter Singer, One World

The following books are not required but might be useful:

• Dale Jamieson, A Companion to Environmental Philosophy

• David Schmidtz and Elizabeth Willott, Environmental Ethics

You can find the required books at Bluestockings (172 Allen Street between Stanton and Rivington) as well as
online. All readings not from the required book will be posted on blackboard.

Grading

Your grades will be determined as follows:

• Exams (70%): You will complete two take-home exams explaining and evaluating the views and argu-
ments discussed in lecture. The first exam will be due on 7/28 and the second will be due on 8/18. Each
exam will be about 10 pages long and will count for 35% of your final grade.

• Presentations (10%): You will give a 10-15 minute presentation. For your presentation, you will pick
an everyday way of helping the environment and (a) try it yourself for at least a week and (b) research
whether and why (or why not) it actually helps, and report your findings to the class.

• Daily Questions (10%): At least two hours prior to each lecture, you will send me an email with (1)
a one-sentence description of one of the main claims from each reading and (2) a question or comment
about this claim. These will be graded Pass/Fail.

• Attendance and Participation (10%): I expect regular attendance and thoughtful participation from
all students. My assessment of the quality of your performance on these items will account for 10% of
your grade.

Policies

• Laptops/Cell Phones: Laptops are allowed, but only for taking notes. Cell phones must be on silent.

• Special Accommodations: If you need special accommodations, please let me know so that I can properly
assist you.

• Academic Integrity: Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. See the
NYU College of Arts and Science policy on Academic Integrity for more information.

• Late Papers/Extensions/Incompletes: Late papers will be accepted, but will lose 1/3 letter grade for each
day late. Extensions and incompletes will be granted only in exceptional circumstances. If you would like
to request either, please do it well before the due date.
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Schedule

• 7/9 - Introduction
Henry David Thoreau, “Walking”; John Stuart Mill, “On nature”
Gary Varner, “Sentientism”; Freya Mathews, “Deep ecology”

• 7/11 - Moral Theory
Peter Singer, “Famine, a✏uence, and morality”
Robert Elliot, “Normative ethics”

• 7/16 - Individual and Collective Morality
Garrett Hardin, “The tragedy of the commons”; Peter Singer, “A changing world”
Walter Sinnott-Armstrong, “Global warming and individual moral obligation”

• 7/18 - International and Intergenerational Morality
Henry Shue, “Global environment and international inequality”
Wilfred Beckerman, “Sustainable development and our duties to future generations”

• 7/23 - Natural Resources
Brian Barry, “The ethics of resource depletion”
Paul Thompson, “Land and water”; Mark Sago↵, “Consumption”

• 7/25 - Wilderness
Jack Turner, “The abstract wild”; William Cronon, “The trouble with wilderness”
Ramachandra Guha, “Radical American environmentalism and wilderness preservation”

• 7/30 - Biodiversity
Elliott Sober, “Philosophical problems for environmentalism”
Sahotra Sarkar, “Biodiversity and environmental philosophy”; Holmes Rolston III, “Biodiversity”

• 8/1 - Climate Change
Peter Singer, “One atmosphere”
Stephen Gardiner, “Ethics and climate change”; Eric Posner & Cass Sunstein, “Climate change justice”

• 8/6 - Population
Elizabeth Willott, “Recent population trends,” “Garrett Hardin, “Living on a lifeboat”
Derek Parfit, “The non-identity problem,” “The repugnant conclusion”

• 8/8 - Human Rights
Greta Gaard and Lori Gruen, “Ecofeminism: toward global justice and planetary health”
Holmes Rolston III, “Feeding people versus saving nature”

• 8/13 - Technical Solutions
Martin Krieger, “Plastic trees”; Elizabeth Willott, “Restoring nature, without mosquitos?”
Paul Thompson & William Hannah, “Novel and normal risk: where does biotechnology fit in?”

• 8/15 - Moral and Political Solutions
Peter Singer, “One community”; Dale Jamieson, “Ethics, public policy, and global warming”
Ned Hettinger, “Environmental disobedience”
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Political Theory and Animals

Spring 2013

Description

This course is an introduction to political theory, with an emphasis on how the central concepts of political
theory apply to nonhuman animals. We will split our discussion into two main sections:

• Theory: What is the relationship between moral theory and political theory? If animals have moral
status, then do they (or should they) have political and legal status too? We will consider these issues
from a number of political perspectives, including utilitarianism, liberalism, communitarianism, marxism,
feminism, and anarchism.

• Practice: How do these ideas apply to particular animals in particular situations? For example, should
domesticated animals count as citizens? Should wild animals count as sovereign communities? What
rights, if any, should animals have with respect to trials, contracts, property, and representation? And
how can we put these ideas into practice?

General Information

• Time: Th 5:00–7:30

• Place: GODD B04

• Instructor: Je↵ Sebo

• Email: je↵sebo@gmail.com

• O�ce: 285 Mercer, #902

• O�ce hours: W 1:00-2:00 or by appointment
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Readings

The required books for this class are:

• Alasdair Cochrane, An Introduction to Animals and Political Theory

• Sue Donaldson and Will Kymlicka, Zoopolis: A Political Theory of Animal Rights

• Joan Scha↵ner, An Introduction to Animals and the Law

• Kimberly Smith, Governing Animals: Animal Welfare and the Liberal State

You can find these books at Bluestockings (172 Allen Street between Stanton and Rivington) as well as online.
All readings not from the required book will be posted on blackboard.

Grading

Your grades will be determined as follows:

• Papers (70%): You will write two papers explaining and evaluating the views and arguments discussed
in class. The first paper will be due on 3/17 and the second will be due on 5/12. Each paper will be
about 10 pages long and will count for 35% of your final grade.

• Presentations (10%): You will give a 10-15 minute presentation. For your presentation, you will pick a
political community and describe that political community’s laws regarding nonhuman animals. You can
pick any political community that you like, contemporary or historical, except the United States.

• Daily Questions (10%): At least one hour before each session, you will send me an email with (a) a
short summary of one of the main claims from each assigned reading, and (b) a question or comment
about that claim. These will be graded on a pass/fail basis.

• Attendance and Participation (10%): I expect regular attendance and thoughtful participation from
all students. My assessment of the quality of your performance on these items will account for 10% of
your grade.

Policies

• Laptops/Cell Phones: Laptops are allowed, but only for taking notes. Cell phones must be on silent.

• Special Accommodations: If you need special accommodations, please let me know so that I can properly
assist you.

• Academic Integrity: Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. See the
NYU College of Arts and Science policy on Academic Integrity for more information.

• Late Papers/Extensions/Incompletes: Late papers will be accepted, but will lose 1/3 letter grade for each
day late. Extensions and incompletes will be granted only in exceptional circumstances. If you would like
to request either, please do it well before the due date.
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Schedule

• 1/31 - Introduction

Alasdair Cochrane, “Introduction: animals and political theory”
Alasdair Cochrane, “Animals in the history of political thought”

• 2/7 - Utilitarianism

John Stuart Mill, “Utilitarianism,” “On liberty”
Alasdair Cochrane, “Utilitarianism and animals”

• 2/14 - Liberalism

John Rawls, “A theory of justice”
Alasdair Cochrane, “Utilitarianism and animals”

• 2/21 - Communitarianism

Charles Taylor, “Sources of the self”
Alasdair Cochrane, “Communitarianism and animals”

• 2/28 - Marxism

Karl Marx, “The communist manifesto”
Alasdair Cochrane, “Marxism and animals”

• 3/7 - Feminism

Carol Gilligan, “In a di↵erent voice”
Alasdair Cochrane, “Feminism and animals”

• 3/14 - Anarchism

William Godwin, “An enquiry concerning political justice”
Brian Dominick, “Animal liberation and social revolution”

• 3/28 - Moral Status

Sue Donaldson and Will Kymlicka, “Universal basic rights for animals”
Alasdair Cochrane, “Animal rights without liberation”

• 4/4 - Legal Status

Joan Scha↵ner, “Anti-cruelty laws”
Joan Scha↵ner, “Animal welfare laws”

• 4/11 - Domesticated Animals

Sue Donaldson and Will Kymlicka, “Extending animal rights via citizenship theory”
Sue Donaldson and Will Kymlicka, “Domesticated animal citizens”

• 4/18 - Wild Animals

Sue Donaldson and Will Kymlicka, “Wild animal sovereignty”
Sue Donaldson and Will Kymlicka, “Liminal animal denizens”

• 4/25 - Trials and Contracts

Kimberly Smith, “Trials”
Kimberly Smith, “Contracts”

• 5/2 - Property and Representation

Kimberly Smith, “Property”
Kimberly Smith, “Representation”

• 5/9 - Reform

Kimberly Smith, “Reform”
Will Potter, “The way home”
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The Moral Self

Summer 2011

Description

This course will examine the nature of moral status. First, we will ask what it takes to have moral status. Do
you have to be alive? Sentient? Autonomous? Second, we will ask whether groups can have moral status. For
example, do nations, species, ecosystems, etc. have moral rights and/or duties? Third, we will ask whether parts
of individuals can have moral status. For example, if a person has multiple personality disorder (or multiple
personalities in a non-pathological sense), do their personalities have moral duties to each other? And do we
have moral duties to our past or future selves more generally? Finally, we will ask when in life moral status
begins and ends. Do we have moral duties to embryos and corpses? What about past and future generations?

General Information

• Time: M/W 6:00-9:00

• Place: TISC LC1

• Instructor: Je↵ Sebo

• Email: je↵sebo@gmail.com

• O�ce: 285 Mercer, #902

• O�ce hours: by appointment

• Course website: je↵sebo.net/teaching/
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Readings

The required books for this course are:

• David DeGrazia, Human Identity and Bioethics

• Derek Parfit, Reasons and Persons

• John Perry, A Dialogue on Personal Identity and Immortality

You can find the required books at Bluestockings (172 Allen Street between Stanton and Rivington) as well as
online. All readings not from the required book will be posted on blackboard.

Grading

Your grades will be determined as follows:

• Papers (70%): You can write either two 10-page papers (35% each) or one 20-page paper (70%) on the
topic of your choice. The first 10-page paper will be due 7/24 and the second 10-page paper/20-page
paper will be due 8/12. You must submit a proposal for each paper in advance, and, if you write a 20
page paper, you must submit an outline or draft by 8/5.

• Presentations (10%): Each student will give a brief summary and commentary on one of the course
readings.

• Daily Questions (10%): At least two hours prior to each lecture, you will send me an email with (1)
a one-sentence description of one of the main claims from each reading and (2) a question or comment
about this claim. These will be graded Pass/Fail.

• Attendance and Participation (10%): I expect regular attendance and thoughtful participation from
all students. My assessment of the quality of your performance on these items will account for 10% of
your grade.

Policies

• Laptops/Cell Phones: Laptops are allowed, but only for taking notes. Cell phones must be on silent.

• Special Accommodations: If you need special accommodations, please let me know so that I can properly
assist you.

• Academic Integrity: Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. See the
NYU College of Arts and Science policy on Academic Integrity for more information.

• Late Papers/Extensions/Incompletes: Late papers will be accepted, but will lose 1/3 letter grade for each
day late. Extensions and incompletes will be granted only in exceptional circumstances. If you would like
to request either, please do it well before the due date.
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Schedule

• 7/6 - Life

Albert Schweitzer, “The Ethics of Reverence for Life”
Fred Feldman, “Life Functional-Theories of Life,” “Vitalist Theories of Life”

• 7/11 - Sentience

Peter Singer, “All Animals Are Equal”
Colin Allen, “Animal Pain”

• 7/13 - Autonomy

Immanuel Kant, “Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals”
John Christman, “Autonomy in Moral and Political Philosophy”

• 7/18 - Collective Duties

Michael Bratman, “Shared Agency”
Christopher Kutz, “Complicity”

• 7/20 - Collective Rights

Darlene Johnston, “Native Rights as Collective Rights: A Question of Group Self-Preservation”
Michael Hartney, “Some Confusions Concerning Collective Rights”

• 7/25 - Personal Identity

John Perry, A Dialogue Concerning Personal Identity and Immortality
David DeGrazia, “Human Persons: Numerical Identity and Essence”

• 7/27 - Psychological Continuity

Derek Parfit, “The Unimportance of Personal Identity”
Derek Parfit, “What Does Matter”

• 8/1 - Narrativity

Marya Schechtman, “The Narrative Self-Constitution View”
David DeGrazia, “Human Persons: Narrative Identity and Self-Creation”

• 8/3 - Multiplicity

Carol Rovane, “A Rational Reconstruction of Multiple Personality Disorder”
Je↵ Sebo, “Is Self-Binding Morally Wrong?”

• 8/8 - The Beginning and End of Life

David DeGrazia, “Prenatal Identity: Genetic Interventions, Reproductive Choices”
David DeGrazia, “Advance Directives, Dementia, and the Someone Else Problem”

• 8/10 - Past and Future Generations

Derek Parfit, “The Non-Identity Problem”
David Velleman, “The Identity Problem”
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Logic

Spring 2011

Description

An introduction to the basic techniques of sentential and predicate logic. Students learn how to put arguments
from ordinary language into symbols, how to construct derivations within a formal system, and how to ascertain
validity using truth tables or models.

General Information

• Time: T/Th 11:00–12:15

• Place: Kimmel Center, #804

• Instructor: Je↵ Sebo

• Email: je↵sebo@gmail.com

• O�ce: 5 Washington Place, #607

• O�ce hours: T 11:00-12:00 or by appointment

• Course website: je↵sebo.net/teaching/
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Readings

The required text for this course is Language, Proof and Logic by Jon Barwise and John Etchemendy. You can
find these books at Bluestockings (172 Allen Street between Stanton and Rivington) as well as online. Note
that, since we will be using the software that comes with this book, you must purchase a new copy, and you
cannot share a copy with another student.

Grading

Your grades will be determined as follows:

• Daily Homework: After most classes, you will be assigned a series of problems from the book. Some
of them will be submitted online; these will be graded pass/fail, and will together count for 50% of your
grade. Other problems will not be submitted online, but will rather be discussed in the following lecture.
These will not be graded, but I strongly recommend that you do them.

• Exams: We will have 3 exams. The first two will each count for 15% of your final grade, and the final
exam will count for 20%. They will all be taken in class.

• Attendance and Participation: I will take attendance on random days, and will occasionally call on
people to present their homework. If you are not there, this will result in a deduction from your final
grade. Repeated absences may result in losing an entire letter grade for the course (e.g. B+ to C+).

Policies

• Laptops/Cell Phones: Laptops are allowed, but only for taking notes. Cell phones must be on silent.

• Special Accommodations: If you need special accommodations, please let me know so that I can properly
assist you.

• Academic Integrity: Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. See the
NYU College of Arts and Science policy on Academic Integrity for more information.

• Extensions/Incompletes: Extensions and incompletes will be granted only in exceptional circumstances.
If you would like to request either, please do it well before the due date.
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Schedule

• 1/24 - Introduction
Read: Introduction (up to page 10)
Submit online (by 12am on 1/25): 1-10 on p.8-10

• 1/26 - Atomic Sentences
Read: 1.1-1.4
Homework (submit by 12am on 1/30): 1.2-1.5

• 1/31 - Logic of Atomic Sentences
Read: 2.1-2.2
Homework (submit by 12am on 2/1): 2.2, 2.6, 2.8-2.13

• 2/2 - Logic of Atomic Sentences
Read: 2.3-2.5
Homework (submit by 12am on 2/5): 2.17-2.20, 2.24-2.27

• 2/7 - Boolean Connectives
Read: 3.1-3.7
Homework (submit by 12am on 2/8): 3.2, 3.3, 3.6, 3.9, 3.24

• 2/9 - Logic of Boolean Connectives
Read: 4.1
Homework (submit by 12am on 2/13): 4.2, 4.4-4.7

• 2/14 - Logic of Boolean Connectives
Read: 4.2-4.4
Homework (submit by 12am on 2/15): 4.12-4.14, 4.20, 4.21, 4.27, 4.28

• 2/16 - First Exam

• 2/21- No class

• 10/4 - 2/23 - Methods of Proof for Boolean Connectives
Read: 5.1-5.3
Homework (submit by 12am on 2/27): 5.1, 5.5, 5.6, 5.7, 5.11, 5.17, 5.18

• 2/28 - Formal Proofs and Boolean Connectives
Read: 6.1-6.2
Homework (submit by 12am on 3/1): 6.2-6.6

• 3/2 - Formal Proofs and Boolean Connectives
Read: 6.3-6.6
Homework (submit by 12am on 3/6): 6.9, 6.10, 6.18, 6.19, 6.28, 6.29, 6.31

• 3/7 Conditionals
Read: 7.1-7.3
Homework (submit by 12am on 3/8): 7.1-7.4, 7.10, 7.12, 7.13

• 3/9 - Logic of Conditionals
Read: 8.1, 8.2, 8.4
Homework (submit by 12am on 3/20): 8.1, 8.18-8.21, 8.44, 8.48

• 3/14 - No class

• 3/16 - No class

• 3/21- Introduction to Quantifiers
Read: 9.1-9.3
Homework (submit by 12am on 3/22): 9.1-9.3
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• 3/23 - Introduction to Quantifiers
Read: 9.4
Homework (submit by 12am on 3/27): 9.5, 9.6

• 3/28 - Introduction to Quantifiers
Read: 9.5, 9.6
Homework (submit by 12am on 3/29): 9.9, 9.12, 9.16, 9.17

• 3/30 - Second Exam

• 4/4 - Logic of Quantifiers
Read: 10.1-10.4
Homework (submit by 12am on 4/5): 10.2-10.4, 10.9, 10.11, 10.16, 10.22, 10.24

• 4/6 - Multiple Quantifiers
Read: 11.1-11.2
Homework (submit by 12am on 4/10): 11.4, 11.5, 11.6, 11.9, 11.11

• 4/11- Multiple Quantifiers
Read: 11.3-11.4
Homework (submit by 12am on 4/12): 11.17, 11.20

• 4/13 - Multiple Quantifiers Read: 11.5, 11.8
Homework (submit by 12am on 4/17): 11.39

• 4/18 - Methods of Proof for Quantifiers
Read: 12.1, 12.2
No Homework

• 4/20 - Methods of Proof for Quantifiers
Read: 12.3, 12.4
Homework (submit by 12am on 4/24): 12.4, 12.5, 12.16-12.18

• 4/25 - Methods of Proof for Quantifiers
Read: 13.1, 13.2
Homework (submit by 12am on 4/26): 13.2-13.4, 13.11, 13.12, 13.17

• 4/27 - Formal Proofs and Quantifiers
Read: 13.3, 13.5
Homework (submit by 12am on 5/1): 13.23, 13.33, 13.35, 13.43, 13.45

• 5/2 - More about Quantifiers
Read: 14.1, 14.2
Homework (submit by 12am on 5/3): 14.3, 14.10, 14.11, 14.12

• 5/4 - Review Day
No Reading
No Homework

• 5/9 Final exam
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Philosophy of Law

Summer 2010

Description

This course is an introduction to philosophy of law. We start by considering the nature of law. What is law,
and what is the relationship between law and morality? We then consider philosophical questions about some of
the central concepts in law, including contracts, property, causality, responsibility, and interpretation. We also
consider special problems that arise in the case of international law. Finally, we consider critiques of traditional
approaches to philosophy of law, and we consider feminism and critical race theory as alternative approaches.
Our readings draw from historical as well as contemporary sources. The course is discussion-based, with each
student doing at least one in-class presentation on a topic of their choice.

General Information

• Time: M/T/W/R 11:30–1:05

• Place: 194 Mercer, #201

• Instructors: Colin Marshall and Je↵ Sebo

• Email: crm281@nyu.edu and je↵sebo@gmail.com

• O�ce: 5 Washington Place, #607

• O�ce hours: by appointment

• Course website: je↵sebo.net/teaching/
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Readings

The required book for this course is Larry May and Je↵ Brown, Philosophy of Law. All readings not from this
book will be posted on blackboard.

Grading

Your grades will be determined as follows:

• Papers (50%): Three papers, due at the end of the 2nd, 4th and 6th weeks of class. Each paper should
present a carefully developed criticism of one of the readings. The first paper should be in the range of 2-4
pages, the second 3-5 pages and the third 6-8 pages. Any of the papers may be based on the presentation.
The third paper can be an expanded and developed version of the first or second. The papers will count
for 10%, 15% and 25% of the final grade, respectively.

• Quizzes (30%): Each lecture will begin with a short quiz covering that day’s reading and the previous
day’s lecture.

• Presentation (20%): Each student will be required to sign up for one 15-20 minute in-class presentation
on one of the readings. The presentation should both summarize the central claims and arguments of the
reading and present the student’s own evaluation.

• Attendance and Participation: Everyone is expected to regularly contribute to class discussion. Fail-
ing to do so may result in a reduction of the final grade (up to a whole letter grade).

Policies

• Laptops/Cell Phones: Laptops are allowed, but only for taking notes. Cell phones must be on silent.

• Special Accommodations: If you need special accommodations, please let us know so that we can properly
assist you.

• Academic Integrity: Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. See the
NYU College of Arts and Science policy on Academic Integrity for more information.

• Late Work/Extensions/Incompletes: Since part of the purpose of the quizzes is to reward regular at-
tendance, we will not give make-up quizzes except in very exceptional circumstances. Extensions and
incompletes will be granted only in exceptional circumstances. If you would like to request either, please
do it well before the due date.
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Schedule

Week 1: Introduction and Jurisprudence

• 6/28 - Introduction

• 6/29 - John Austin, “The Province of Jurisprudence Determined: Lecture 1”

• 6/30 - Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., “The Path of the Law”

• 7/1 - H.L.A. Hart, “The Concept of Law”

Week 2: Jurisprudence

• 7/5 - NYU Closed - NO CLASS

• 7/6 - Ronald Dworkin, “The Model of Rules I”

• 7/7 - Michael Moore, “Law as Justice”

• 7/8 - Richard Posner, “The Economic Approach to Law”

Week 3: Contracts and Property

• 7/12 - Thomas Hobbes, “Of the First and Second Natural Laws, and of Contracts”

• 7/13 - Charles Fried, “Contract as Promise”

• 7/14 - John Locke, “Of Property” and Robert Nozick, “Locke’s Theory of Acquisition”

• 7/15 - A.M. Honoré, “Property, Title, and Redistribution” (First Paper Due)

Week 4: Torts and Criminal Law

• 7/19 - H.L.A. Hart and A.M. Honoré, “Causation and Responsibility”

• 7/20 - Joel Feinberg, “Sua Culpa”

• 7/21 - John Stuart Mill, “On Liberty”

• 7/22 - Patrick Devlin, “The Enforcement of Morals” (Second Paper Due)

Week 5: Constitutional Law and International Law

• 7/26 - Ronald Dworkin, “Constitutional Cases”

• 7/27 - Stephen Munzer and James Nickel, “Does the Constitution Mean What It Always Meant?”

• 7/28 - Antonin Scalia, “Constitutional Interpretation the Old Fashioned Way”

• 7/29 - H.L.A. Hart, “International Law”

Week 6: International Law and Critical Theory

• 8/1 - Fernando R. Tesón, “A Philosophy of International Law”

• 8/2 - Kimberlé Crenshaw, Neil Gotanda, Gary Peller, Kendall Thomas, “Critical Race Theory”

• 8/3 - Patricia Smith, “Feminist Legal Critics: The Reluctant Radicals”

• 8/4 - Concluding Discussion
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Life and Death
Summer 2009

Description

This course will examine life and death from three philosophical perspectives:

• Metaphysics: What is the nature of life and death? What does it take to be alive, and what does it
take to die? Is it possible to have an afterlife? If I destroy your body and then create an exact replica,
am I keeping you alive or replacing you with someone else? Does it matter?

• Ethics: What is the value of life and death? Do we have moral duties to animals and plants? What
about embryos and corpses, and past and future generations? Is life a gift, and is death a harm? Is there
a moral di↵erence between killing and letting die?

• Existentialism: What is the meaning of life and death? Does life have a purpose? Is life worth living?
How should we think and feel about our own death? If you could live forever, or repeat this life an infinite
number of times, would you want to?

General Information

• Time: M/T/W/R 1:30–3:05

• Place: 5 Washington Place, #201

• Instructor: Je↵ Sebo

• Email: je↵sebo@gmail.com

• O�ce: 5 Washington Place, #607

• O�ce hours: T 11:00-12:00 or by appointment

• Course website: je↵sebo.net/teaching/

1



Readings

The required books for this course are:

• Simone de Beauvoir, The Ethics of Ambiguity

• Fred Feldman, Confrontations with the Reaper

• Hermann Hesse, Siddhartha

• John Perry, A Dialogue on Personal Identity and Immortality

All readings not from one of the required books will be posted on blackboard.

Grading

Your grades will be determined as follows:

• Papers (60%): There will be three paper assignments. Paper 1 (15%) will cover metaphysics, Paper 2
(20%) will cover existentialism, and Paper 3 (25%) will cover ethics.

• Quizzes (30%): Each lecture will begin with a short quiz covering that day’s reading and the previous
day’s lecture. These quizzes are designed to be easy if you do the reading and come to class.

• Attendance and Participation (10%): I want this to be a discussion-based class, so I encourage you
to talk as much as you like.

• Extra Credit: In exchange for a 1/3 letter bump in your final grade, you can give a 15 minute presen-
tation about a particular culture’s or religion’s views on life and death. You can choose any culture or
religion that you like, but I think it would be great if you challenged yourself by picking one other than
your own.

Policies

• Laptops/Cell Phones: Laptops are allowed, but only for taking notes. Cell phones must be on silent.

• Special Accommodations: If you need special accommodations, please let me know so that I can assist
you.

• Academic Integrity: Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. See the
NYU College of Arts and Science policy on Academic Integrity for more information.

• Late Papers/Extensions/Incompletes: Since part of the purpose of the quizzes is to reward regular at-
tendance, I will not give make-up quizzes except in very exceptional circumstances. Late papers will be
accepted, but will lose 1/3 letter grade for each day late. Extensions and incompletes will be granted only
in exceptional circumstances. If you would like to request either, please do it well before the due date.
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Schedule

Week 1: The Nature of Life

• 5/18 - Introduction

• 5/19 - Fred Feldman, “Life-Functional Theories of Life”

• 5/20 - Fred Feldman, “Vitalist Theories of Life”

• 5/21 - Fred Feldman, “The Enigma of Death”

Week 2: The Nature of Death

• 5/25 - Holiday: Memorial Day

• 5/26 - John Perry, “First Night”

• 5/27 - John Perry, “Second Night”

• 5/28 - John Perry, “Third Night,” Phillip K. Dick, “Impostor”

• 5/30 - Paper 1 due

Week 3: The Value of Life

• 6/1 - Peter Singer, “All Animals Are Equal”

• 6/2 - Mary Ann Warren, “On the Moral and Legal Status of Abortion”

• 6/3 - James Rachels, “Active and Passive Euthanasia”

• 6/4 - Derek Parfit, “The Non-Identity Problem”

Week 4: The Value of Death

• 6/8 - Thomas Nagel, “Death”

• 6/9 - Judith Jarvis Thomson, “Killing, Letting Die, and the Trolley Problem”

• 6/10 - Peter Singer, “Famine, A✏uence, and Morality”

• 6/11 - Movie: Six Feet Under, “Pilot”

• 6/13 - Paper 2 due

Week 5: The Meaning of Life

• 6/15 - Hermann Hesse, Siddhartha

• 6/16 - Albert Camus, “The Myth of Sisyphus”

• 6/17 - Simone de Beauvoir, “Ambiguity and Freedom”

• 6/18 - Simone de Beauvoir, “The Positive Aspect of Ambiguity”

Week 6: The Meaning of Death

• 6/22 - Martin Heidegger, “Being Towards Death”

• 6/23 - Friedrich Nietzsche, “The Greatest Weight”

• 6/24 - Bernard Williams, “The Makropulos Case: Reflections on the Tedium of Immortality”

• 6/25 - David Velleman, “So It Goes”

• 6/27 - Paper 3 due
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Medical Ethics
Summer 2008

Description

This course explores a range of concepts and principles for framing and addressing moral questions in medical
practices. Topics include: moral theory and methodology; concepts of life, death, health, disease, and well-
being; reverence and respect for life; the right to life, the right to death, and the duty to die; autonomy,
paternalism, and trust; conflicts of interest; criteria for rationing scarce medical resources; sentience, pain, and
empathy; animal, fetal, and clinical research; and more.

In addition to philosophy articles, we will read medical case studies and newspaper/magazine articles. We may
also watch some movies and TV shows. No background in philosophy or medicine is assumed.

General Information

• Time: M/T/W/R 9:30–11:05

• Place: 194 Mercer, #201

• Instructor: Je↵ Sebo

• Email: je↵sebo@gmail.com

• O�ce: 5 Washington Place, #409

• O�ce hours: by appointment

• Course website: je↵sebo.net/teaching/
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Readings

The required books for this course are:

• Gregory Pence, Medical Ethics (5th edition)

• Robert Veatch, The Basics of Bioethics (2nd edition)

All readings not from one of the required books will be posted on blackboard.

Grading

Your grades will be determined as follows:

• Tests (70%): There will be three in-class, essay-based tests. Test 1 (20%) will cover the first two weeks,
Test 2 (20%) will cover the next two weeks, and Test 3 (30%) will be a comprehensive final exam, with
an emphasis on recent material. You can opt out of Test 3 if you write a paper (described below).

• Quizzes (15%): Each lecture will begin with a short quiz covering that day’s reading and the previous
day’s lecture. These quizzes are designed to be easy if you do the reading and come to class.

• Attendance and Participation (10%): I want this to be a discussion-based class, so I encourage you
to talk as much as you like.

• Paper (optional): Instead of taking Test 3, you can write a 2,000-3,000 word paper on the topic of your
choice. (You should clear the topic with me in advance, though – by the end of week 4 at the latest.)
Your paper should be argumentative, i.e., it should argue for or against one of the positions we discussed
in class.

Policies

• Laptops/Cell Phones: Laptops are allowed, but only for taking notes. Cell phones must be on silent.

• Special Accommodations: If you need special accommodations, please let me know so that I can properly
assist you.

• Academic Integrity: Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. See the
NYU College of Arts and Science policy on Academic Integrity for more information.

• Late Papers/Extensions/Incompletes: Since part of the purpose of the quizzes is to reward regular at-
tendance, I will not give make-up quizzes except in very exceptional circumstances. Extensions and
incompletes will be granted only in exceptional circumstances. If you would like to request either, please
do it well before the due date.
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Schedule

Week 1: Moral Theory

• 6/30 - Introduction

• 7/1 - Robert Veatch, “A Map of the Terrain of Ethics”

• 7/2 - John Stuart Mill, “In Defense of Utilitarianism”

• 7/3 - Immanuel Kant, “The Moral Law and Autonomy of the Will”

Week 2: Autonomy and Paternalism

• 7/7 - Robert Veatch, “Problems in Benefiting and Avoiding Harm to the Patient”

• 7/8 - Robert Veatch, “The Ethics of Respect for Persons”

• 7/9 - Gregory Pence, “Involuntary Psychiatric Commitment: Joyce Brown”

• 7/10 - Test 1

Week 3: Killing and Letting Die

• 7/14 - Robert Veatch, “The Basis of Moral Standing”

• 7/15 - Robert Veatch, “The Principle of Avoiding Killing”

• 7/16 - Gregory Pence, “Requests to Die”

• 7/17 - John Hardwig, “Is There a Duty to Die?”

Week 4: The Beginning and End of Life

• 7/21 - Gregory Pence, “Abortion: The Trial of Kenneth Edelin”

• 7/22 - Gregory Pence, “The Ethics of Treating Impaired Babies”

• 7/23 - Robert Veatch, “Death and Dying”

• 7/24 - Test 2

Week 5: The Social Ethics of Medicine

• 7/28 - Robert Veatch, “Social Ethics of Medicine”

• 7/29 - Gregory Pence, “Allocation of Artificial and Transplantable Organs”

• 7/30 - Ian Parker, “The Gift”

• 7/31 - Robert Veatch, “Human Control of Life”

Week 6: The Ethics of Medical Research

• 8/4 - Gregory Pence, “Medical Research on Animals”

• 8/5 - Gregory Pence, “Research on Human Subjects”

• 8/6 - Review

• 8/7 - Test 3
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